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PHILANTHROPIA EDITORIAL

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

An umbrella foundation associated with the Lombard Odier Group and a 
registered charity, Fondation Philanthropia has been helping its donors 
implement their philanthropic projects since 2008. We provide support to 
anyone who wishes to develop a philanthropic project in keeping with their 
traditions, desires and ambitions. The Foundation offers its donors a legal, 
financial and philanthropic framework for made-to-measure projects.

In 2025, the Foundation had the opportunity to create four new funds. 
Throughout our discussions with the founders, we observe that 
education and training remain top priorities for donors. They constitute 
the most powerful levers for improving people’s lives, opening pathways 
to social progress and personal fulfilment. This annual report highlights 
several initiatives that support the education sector, notably through the 
provision of scholarships. Thanks to strong partnerships with institutions 
active in the educational sector, these scholarship programmes – from 
Switzerland to the Philippines – offer concrete support to deserving 
and promising students by removing the financial barriers that might 
otherwise prevent them from continuing their studies. 

Thanks to the generosity of one of our donors, we have also had the 
privilege of supporting the Octopus Foundation, which assists local 
archaeologists in exploring Lake Neuchâtel. Over the past two years, 
underwater surveys and excavations have led to the discovery of 
hundreds of Roman artefacts, lying at the bottom of the lake. This 
exceptional discovery, the first of its kind in Switzerland, was made 
possible thanks to this support, demonstrating that scientific research 
concerns not just medicine, but also the social sciences.

We are also seeing an increasing number of young donors choosing to 
set a time limit on the use of the capital allocated to their philanthropic 
projects. To this end, we are setting up sheltered funds for them for a 
maximum duration of 10, 15 or 20 years, with the aim of maximising the 
impact of the capital distributed in the areas close to their hearts.  This 
approach to “giving while living” is worth highlighting, and we would like 
to extend our warmest thanks to the donors involved. 

At a time when the world is confronted with mounting challenges, 
Lamartine’s words remind us of an essential truth: “There is no 
enthusiasm without wisdom, nor wisdom without generosity.”

“The umbrella 
foundation provides 

access to a community 
where you can share 

and grow through 
philanthropy.”

DENIS PITTET
PRESIDENT OF 
THE FOUNDATION



“THE BENEFIT 
OF OUR STUDY IS THAT 

IT HAS MADE US BETTER 
AND WISER.” 

MONTAIGNE
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PHILANTHROPIA TODAY

This year, you can read about examples of scholarship programmes 
run by the Foundation. Initiated by donors, these programmes always 
take the form of long-term partnerships with schools or universities. 
These institutions ensure that recipients are selected based on 
objective criteria – both financial and merit-based – in a fair and 
equitable manner. Our team facilitates the formation of these long-
term partnerships. This rigour and stability enable us to select the best 
candidates, ensuring their success and paving the way for a promising 
professional future. Looking back, we can see the indisputable impact 
these programmes have had on their beneficiaries.

In 2025, we renewed our commitment to preserving architectural 
heritage by establishing a new partnership with the Château de 
Versailles to co-fund its restoration efforts. The unique appeal of this 
iconic site enables us to support a new project (see pages 10–11), this 
time located within the park: the Chestnut Grove. In Switzerland, the 
archaeological discovery at Lake Neuchâtel will remain a milestone, 
illustrating how donors can play a decisive role in safeguarding local 
heritage treasures.

Luc Giraud-Guigues,  
Secretary General

166 mn
in donations received*

98 mn
in grants awarded*
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PHILANTHROPIA PHILANTHROPIA TODAY

Fondation Philanthropia was created in response to the growing need 
for a simple and efficient way to structure philanthropic initiatives, 
without requiring donors to establish their own grant‑making 
foundation – a process that is often time‑consuming, costly, and 
complex in terms of legal responsibility.

As an individual donor, a family or a group of friends, weighing 
up all the options can seem somewhat overwhelming. The role of 
the Foundation’s advisory team is to discuss your aspirations and 
provide the necessary guidance, before connecting you with the 
right partners. Drawing on their expertise in supporting donors 
who wish to make a meaningful contribution to the causes they 
care about, the advisory team also serves as Lombard Odier’s 
Philanthropy Services team. 

Installation by Louisa Gagliardi: Many Moons, MASI Lugano, Switzerland

51
sheltered funds*

>400
organisations supported*

5.5%
Average annual  

distribution rate over  
the past 10 years

* Since the creation of the Foundation.
Amounts in Swiss francs.
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PHILANTHROPIA STORIES 

For nearly a decade (2012–2022), Fondation 
Philanthropia deployed the financial resources 
entrusted by its donors in close partnership with the 
Château de Versailles. This period encompassed several 
major restoration projects, including the Latona Basin 
and parterres, the Trianon‑sous‑Bois wing and the 
Royal Chapel. 

In 2025, a new funding opportunity emerged within 
the park with the restoration of the Chestnut Grove. For 
donors inspired by the exceptional history of this site 
and by the long‑standing partnership with Versailles, 
the Foundation facilitates contact with the Public 
Establishment of the Château de Versailles and continues 
to play its unifying role in promoting patronage for this 
outstanding heritage site.

BENEATH THE BRANCHES OF THE CHESTNUT TREES 
AT VERSAILLES

A secluded grove in the gardens of the Château 
de Versailles, nestled between the Colonnade 
and the King’s Garden, the Chestnut Grove 
has a complex history shaped by successive 
transformations that reflect evolving tastes and 
use of the garden under the Ancien Régime.  
Originally known as the Water Gallery and later as 
the Antiques Gallery, it was once lavishly adorned 
with stone and water features. Over time, however, 
these elements gave way to greenery, transforming 
the grove into a lush oasis with tall trellises 
enveloping rows of chestnut trees. Restored in this 
latter configuration in 1989, the grove has since 
been significantly altered. The new restoration 
campaign, launched in November 2025, focuses 
on the pathways, trellises, marble features and 
plantings – including the double row of chestnut 
trees, the grove’s defining species.

Chestnut grove fountain

Before the restoration began, the Chestnut Grove 
was in an advanced state of disrepair, affecting 
every element of the site―from the ground and 
plantings to the trellises, ponds, statues and 
fixtures. The restoration work focuses on the 
grove’s overall landscape composition, including 
levelling the ground and replacing or pruning 
vegetation where needed; on the trellises, which 
will be entirely replaced; and on the masonry and 
marble features. Once completed, the grove will 
be returned to its early-18th‑century appearance, 
ready to be admired by the over eight million 
visitors who come to the Château each year.
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PHILANTHROPIA STORIES 

Chestnut grove |  Château de Versailles

Removal of statues from the grove



Fondation Philanthropia has supported the Octopus 
Foundation on several occasions, particularly with 
marine biology projects in the Mediterranean. This is 
the first time the Foundation has been involved in an 
archaeological research project. A registered charity 
established in Switzerland in 2015, the Octopus 
Foundation aims to support scientific research in 
aquatic environments by providing a team of specialist 
technicians free of charge and by developing new 
open-source research tools. In addition to underwater 
archaeological or biological research, the Octopus 
Foundation team produces its own materials to raise 
awareness of the various projects among the general 
public, such as TV documentaries, books or comic books, 
as well as exhibitions and conferences. 

The Octopus Foundation has provided on-site support to 
archaeologists in the Canton of Neuchâtel since 2018, 
studying four shipwrecks and two lake-dwelling villages. 
For this site, excavated between 2025 and 2026, the 
Octopus Foundation’s involvement was made financially 
possible thanks to Fondation Philanthropia and another 
patron.

octopusfoundation.org
www.ne.ch/autorites/dsdc/scne/oarc

latenium.ch
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PHILANTHROPIA STORIES 

THE MYSTERIES OF LAKE NEUCHÂTEL

A Roman shipwreck has been discovered in Lake Neuchâtel 
and is currently the subject of an underwater archaeological 
excavation, led by the Department of Archaeology of the Canton 
of Neuchâtel (OARC) in close collaboration with the Octopus 
Foundation and the Archaeological Department of the Canton 
of Fribourg (SAEF). The last remaining evidence of the vessel, 
which sank between AD 20 and 50 and has since disappeared, 
consists of around a thousand objects lying on the lakebed; these 
items have been identified, documented and recovered. The rich 
quality and variety of these items, which remain in excellent 
condition, make this a truly exceptional discovery, unique in 
Switzerland and in inland waters north of the Alps.

The cargo was discovered via aerial photography in November 2024, 
as part of the monitoring of submerged heritage carried out by 
the OARC. This was followed by exploratory dives and an initial 
excavation campaign in March 2025, with the aim of assessing the 
potential for heritage preservation.

Urgent action is needed to protect this discovery. Despite its remarkable 
state of preservation, it remains extremely fragile and vulnerable to 
multiple threats, including erosion from the lakebed, damage caused by 
the anchors of pleasure boats, and, most critically, the risk of looting. As 
a preventive measure, the most at‑risk objects have been systematically 
removed after thorough documentation.
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PHILANTHROPIA STORIES 

The cargo mainly consists of several hundred 
ceramic vessels, miraculously found intact at the 
bottom of the lake. These include tableware items 
(dishes, plates, bowls, cups) that were produced 
locally in the Swiss Plateau region. Olive oil jugs 
imported from Spain demonstrate long-distance 
trade during the Roman period. There are also 
harness and chariot parts, including wheels in 
perfect condition, the only Roman examples of 
their kind in Switzerland. Finally, the presence of 
swords suggests that the shipwreck, which occurred 
between AD 20 and 50, was that of a civilian 
merchant vessel under military escort.

Prospects for scientific research 

The contents of the cargo are an invaluable 
source of information, offering promising insights 
into trade networks, technical expertise, the 
identification of ceramic workshops, and the 
marketing of manufactured goods. It will then 
be essential to share the findings of the research 
into this major discovery with a broader audience, 
notably through exhibitions at Laténium, 
Neuchâtel’s archaeology park and museum. 

View of the archeological site





“KNOWLEDGE  
IS THE ONLY THING 

THAT INCREASES 
WHEN IT IS SHARED.” 

SOCRATE
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PHILANTHROPIA HOW TO GIVE

THE IMPACT OF EACH GRANT IS MULTIPLIED 

Fondation Philanthropia’s structure allows 
private donors to pool their funds with other 
donors to support projects that would have been 
inconceivable without being able to share the costs. 
The impact of each donation is thus multiplied.

Within these structures, donors can create their 
own personal space – or “sheltered fund” – which 
operates in a very independent manner, and 
benefits from the economies of scale produced 
by the umbrella structure. 

Philanthropia provides all the administrative, 
accounting and legal services required, so donors 
are free to focus exclusively on their philanthropic 
causes in full confidence.

Philanthropia can help you achieve 
your philanthropic ambitions with the 
added assurance of simplicity, security 
and tailored solutions that are precisely 
aligned with your objectives. 

YOU CAN CHOOSE BETWEEN TWO OPTIONS

THE ADVANTAGES 
OF OUR UMBRELLA FOUNDATION

HUMANITARIAN AND SOCIAL ACTION

MEDICAL AND SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH

THEMATIC FUNDS

These funds are perfect if you want 
a swift and straightforward solution. 
They allow you to operate alongside other donors 
to support projects and organisations in one of the 
following five areas:

•	 Compliance 
In an increasingly complex legal environment, it is 
vital to ensure that the right procedures are followed 
and changes made.

•	 Choice 
The profile of the fund is adapted to the organisation’s 
needs (long-term funds or funds with disposable 
capital, regular donations or bequests, etc.).

•	 Flexibility 
To accommodate an existing project or support a 
new one.

•	 Network 
Access to a network of donors and the sector’s 
trading platforms.

THE ADVANTAGES



17

PHILANTHROPIA HOW TO GIVE

51

Donors have created 
their own fund within 

Fondation Philanthropia

SHELTERED FUNDS

These funds are the right solution if you have 
already identified the cause or project you wish 
to support. This option allows you to create 
your own fund, which then operates as a quasi-
independent entity within our umbrella structure. 
If you wish, you can involve your family and friends 
by forming a consultative committee to submit 
grant recommendations to the Board of Fondation 
Philanthropia. You can also work directly with our 
philanthropy advisers, who will help you define a 
grant strategy and select those projects that best 
suit you.

This option is also suited to existing foundations 
wishing to reduce their administrative overheads, 
while retaining a board that plays an active role 
in the grant-making process.

Forty-seven donors have already created their 
own personal fund within Fondation Philanthropia. 
Each of these funds is active in different areas, 
according to the sensitivities and preferences of 
each founding donor. 

IN FIGURES

Fondation Philanthropia is committed to selecting 
with you the most relevant projects to maximise 
the impact of your donation. 
For each project, we monitor every grant made and 
report to you on the results achieved.

EDUCATION AND TRAINING

ART AND CULTURE

ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
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PHILANTHROPIA BESPOKE ASSET MANAGEMENT

BESPOKE ASSET 
MANAGEMENT

Management of the Foundation’s capital 
providing all the necessary security 
guarantees for the fulfilment of our 
donors’ commitments.

Fondation Philanthropia makes substantial grants 
every year. Given the Foundation’s distribution 
policy, the low level of returns currently available 
and the volatility of financial markets in recent 
years, the Board of Trustees has decided to 
adopt a management policy based on a financial 
planning model aimed at providing long-term 
protection of assets. This policy divides assets 
into three distinct sub-funds on the basis of a 
forecast distribution time horizon. Each sub-fund 
has a specific investment strategy designed to 
achieve set targets for return on investment and 
risk management.

RESPONSIBLE INVESTMENT CHARTER

In order to align the investment strategy more 
closely with the Foundation’s objectives and 
missions, the Board adopted a responsible 
investment charter aimed at generating financial 
returns while having a positive impact on society. 

The charter is based in particular on the Principles 
for Responsible Investment (PRI) initiative 
launched by investors in partnership with the 
United Nations Environment Programme Finance 
Initiative and the United Nations Global Compact. 
The management approach is based on negative 
selection criteria (exclusion of certain unethical 
sectors of activity), positive selection criteria 
(Environment, Social and Governance [ESG] 
ratings and controversy scores), and investments 
with a social and environmental impact.

CAPITAL FIXED RATE +
PERCENTAGE OF AVERAGE 

FUND ASSETS OVER THE YEAR

CHF <1 million CHF 5,000.- /

up to CHF 5 million

CHF 3,500.-

+ 0.50%

up to CHF 10 million + 0.35%

up to CHF 25 million + 0.20%

over CHF 25 million custom rate

COSTS

Philanthropia offers a competitive and advantageous cost structure. All administrative, accounting, legal and philanthropic 
costs, excluding asset management, are set at:
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PHILANTHROPIA BESPOKE ASSET MANAGEMENT

Our Board of Trustees guarantees that Fondation Philanthropia is correctly managed at all times. It takes particular care 
to ensure that its missions are fulfilled in compliance with all the provisions agreed with each of our donors.

Its members have complementary 
profiles and are all personally 
committed to the philanthropy sector. 
The Board meets each quarter to 
discuss current issues, analyse 
projects and approve decisions taken 
by the Foundation, ensuring that they 
are consistent with the intentions and 
wishes of our donors.

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

DENIS PITTET
PRESIDENT

PATRICK ODIER
MEMBER

ANNE-MARIE DE WECK
VICE PRESIDENT

DR MAXIMILIAN MARTIN
MEMBER

JEAN-MARIE HAINAUT
SECRETARY

LUC GIRAUD-GUIGUES
SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE FOUNDATION



THE IMPACT 
OF SCHOLARSHIPS

EHL Singapore
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PHILANTHROPIA THE IMPACT OF SCHOLARSHIPS

EHL HOSPITALITY BUSINESS SCHOOL

LEVELLING THE PLAYING FIELD:  
THE CASE OF THE EHL HOSPITALITY BUSINESS SCHOOL

In addition to financial support, these scholarships 
are part of a broader vision: to foster diversity in 
students’ backgrounds, enrich their collective 
experience and strengthen EHL’s role as an 
institution dedicated to training responsible 
leaders, with a firm grasp of the realities of the 
world and capable of providing concrete solutions.

THE RESULT:

Every scholarship awarded has an immediate and 
lasting impact. It enables the student to access 
a first-class education, while focusing fully on 
their studies and personal development. These 
programmes contribute to greater diversity in 
backgrounds and perspectives, which is essential in 
promoting meaningful dialogue and enhancing the 
quality of learning.

In the longer run, these students go on to 
pursue international careers in hospitality, 
entrepreneurship or other service sectors. The 
scholarships thus become a vehicle for social 
mobility, as well as a direct investment in talent that 
will help to advance the standards and practices 
within their chosen industry.

THE CHALLENGE:

Access to high-quality education remains a 
challenge for many talented individuals, regardless 
of their ambition or potential. At internationally 
renowned institutions such as EHL, where students 
come from all over the world, the costs associated 
with tuition, accommodation and living expenses 
can be a major barrier.

At the same time, the hospitality and services 
industry requires a diverse range of profiles, capable 
of understanding and operating in varied cultural, 
social and economic environments. Ensuring this 
access therefore is not just a matter of equality, but 
also of the sector’s ability to renew itself and train 
its future leaders.

THE IDEA:

Scholarships at EHL have been designed to 
promote access and make a difference. They enable 
talented students, selected on the basis of their 
academic potential and commitment, to join the 
school regardless of their financial circumstances.

These scholarships depend on the commitment of 
private donors, often alumni or partners, who wish 
to make a tangible contribution to the education of 
the next generation.

As a non-profit foundation, EHL reinvests all its income in institutional development, with a portion earmarked for 
scholarships. The aim of these scholarships is to support high-potential students whose financial circumstances 
would otherwise prevent them from attending the school. Today, almost 50% of the students who have applied receive 
support based on means-tested criteria. Funded by the generosity of private donors, these scholarships help to 
enhance the diversity of student profiles within each class. In 2025, EHL launched (Em)Power On, an initiative aimed at 
establishing a CHF 50 million endowment fund by 2030 to provide long-term funding for scholarships. 

ehl.edu
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MATTEO BERTOLI, UNDERGRADUATE 
STUDENT AT EHL 

What does this scholarship enable 
you to achieve during your studies 
and what impact does it have? 
 

“This scholarship has enabled me to join EHL under 
conditions I could not otherwise have envisaged. It gives 
me the opportunity to fully focus on my studies, whilst 
getting involved in school life and in projects close to my 
heart, particularly in entrepreneurship. With the school’s 
support, I have been able to develop a project idea and 
structure it. Today, the impact of this scholarship goes 
beyond the financial: it has opened up an international 
environment for me, a strong network, and given me the 
confidence I need to build an ambitious future.”

What role do scholarships play for 
students and your organisation’s 
reputation?  
 

“Scholarships play a central role. They provide students 
access to an education of the highest standard and 
enable them to realise their full potential, regardless of 
their financial circumstances. In this way, they contribute 
to promoting equal opportunities, a value at the heart 
of any educational facility’s mission. For EHL, they are 
essential in attracting diverse profiles and enriching the 
academic and social experience. A diverse and inclusive 
school is a richer place – for its students, its community 
and, ultimately, society.
This diversity is essential for training responsible and 
committed leaders, capable of thriving in complex 
environments and providing solutions to the challenges 
facing the hospitality sector, the service industry and, 
more generally, the world of business.”

MARINA CELLITTI, PHILANTHROPY 
MANAGER, EHL 
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ENABLING YOUNG FILIPINOS  
TO ACCESS HIGHER EDUCATION

THE CHALLENGE:

In the Philippines, many young people from very 
poor families face major obstacles to continuing 
their education. Although school is free, indirect 
costs (such as uniforms, supplies, transportation, 
and food) remain high and exclude the most 
vulnerable. Overcrowded classrooms and uneven 
standards further undermine educational 
prospects. Added to this are difficult living 
conditions: inadequate housing, financial pressure, 
and exposure to trafficking and addiction. In rural 
areas, isolation exacerbates these inequalities in 
access.  As a result, motivated and capable students 
drop out of school to support their families and take 
on arduous and precarious work.

THE IDEA:

For over 30 years, Enfants du Mékong has been 
supporting the most disadvantaged young 
people in the Philippines, working closely with 
local partners. The centre in Butuan enables 38 
students from extremely vulnerable backgrounds 
to continue their studies in a stable and supportive 
environment. The centre provides for their basic 
needs (including accommodation, educational 
support, and study facilities) and thus removes the 
main barriers to their education. Beyond material 
support, it offers an environment conducive to 
personal development, fostering community life, 
responsibility and mutual support. Students are also 
supported in their transition into the workforce by 
taking part in workshops to prepare them to enter 
the Philippine job market. At the Butuan centre, 
young people develop a solid foundation and can 
look to the future with confidence.

THE RESULT:

The results of the Butuan centre are very 
significant. 

This year, the centre welcomed a new group of 
eight first-year students, who will replace those 
graduating.

100% of graduating students find employment 
within six months of completing their studies. 
From their very first pay cheque, their earnings 
are two to five times higher than those of 
their parents (around USD 100 per month), 
generally reaching between USD 200 and 
USD 500. These career paths enable them to lift 
themselves out of poverty in the long term and 
have a direct impact on their families.

Lastly, over the years, the centre’s alumni 
network has become well-established, with 
former students gladly returning to support 
new groups of students in their academic 
journey and transition into the workforce.
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Besides providing a job and a salary, 
what are the most tangible impacts 
of the programme on the lives of the 
students and their families?  

 
“What strikes me most is the transformation in these 
young people. Beyond the diploma itself, they gain 
self-confidence and learn how to express themselves, 
make choices and believe in their future. They often 
become role models for their families; sometimes, 
they’re the first ones to open up new horizons. It is also 
very important to us that they contribute to the common 
good. Every month, the students get involved in very 
poor communities in Butuan to provide tutoring to 
younger children, support the elderly and organise fun 
activities for the children. It teaches them the value of 
selflessness!”

What are the most memorable stories among the 
students you have supported in the Philippines?  
 
 
 
“I’m reminded of Janena, who is from the island of 
Mindanao. As a child, she survived floods but lost her 
father because he couldn’t access medical care. This 
tragedy sparked a calling within her: to become a doctor 
and help others. Thanks to our support, she was able 
to continue her studies at the centre in Butuan. She 
often tells us that, beyond the financial aid, it was the 
confidence we gave her that made all the difference. 
Today, she is steadily moving forward to fulfil her dream.”

GUILLAUME MARIAU, DEPUTY DIRECTOR AT ENFANTS DU MÉKONG

Butuan centre entrance, Philippines
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MADAME LARA AZEVEDO BENKARA  
(FORMER BENEFICIARY)

The Hussenstein Fund celebrates its 16th birthday 
in 2026. Created by a now-deceased donor, it 
provides scholarships to students at the University 
of Geneva’s Faculty of Medicine. 

Inspired by a meeting with a doctor, this 
scholarship aims to remove the financial barriers 
that some students face when embarking on 
this long and demanding course of study. 
The scholarship is also about solidarity: while 
students must demonstrate academic merit, the 
scholarship also encourages them to give some of 
their time by mentoring or providing support to 
other medical students on a voluntary basis.  

TRAINING A GENERATION  
OF MEDICAL STUDENTS

“When I began my medical 
studies, receiving a full 
scholarship was a real turning 

point in my life. Not only was I able to focus fully 
on my studies without the burden of financial 
constraints, but I was also able to maintain a good 
work-life balance, which made all the difference. 
Looking back, I would say that this scholarship 
helped shape a professional who is able to support, 
care for and pass on her knowledge. Its impact 
extends far beyond my years of study. To those who 
might benefit from such support: it can truly change 
the course of your life.  And to those who make these 
scholarships possible: your commitment has a lasting 
impact, far beyond what you can imagine.”

“Private funding plays a crucial 
role in complementing public 

schemes, by improving access to education for 
students in challenging circumstances. Around 
50% of students work alongside their studies, 
and nearly half of them struggle to make ends 
meet when it comes to housing and food. Thanks 
to grants co-funded by public and private funds, 
these dedicated students are able to complete their 
studies and enter the workforce. Philanthropy thus 
constitutes a strategic investment in human capital, 
with lasting benefits for society. It also illustrates the 
value of public-private partnerships in serving the 
public interest and the future of the community.”

MONSIEUR EDOUARD GENTAZ, 
VICE-RECTOR OF THE 
UNIVERSITY OF GENEVA (UNIGE)

The scholarship enables students to forgo taking 
up work alongside their studies and encourages 
them to provide tutoring to their peers or to get 
involved in student life.

Over the course of 16 years, and as it nears its end, 
the Fund has awarded more than CHF 1.4 million 
to 36 students during their studies. This spend-
down fund has distributed between five and eight 
scholarships per year and is expected to be wound 
up within approximately two years. 
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University Medical Centre, paediatrics



SUPPORTED 
PROJECTS
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PHILANTHROPIA SAMPLE DONATIONS *

EDUCATION 
AND TRAINING

* Non-exhaustive list

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO
GEORGES MALAIKA 
FOUNDATION

Project providing education for girls 
in the Kalubeka region, Katanga, 
Democratic Republic of Congo. 
The organisation also provides a 
community centre so that adults can 
benefit from certain types of training 
and come together in a positive 
environment.

SWITZERLAND
PRO-INFIRMIS 
JURA-NEUCHÂTEL

Support for a continuing education 
programme for people with 
disabilities.

SWITZERLAND
BUILDING BRIDGES 
FOUNDATION

General support for the annual 
conference in Geneva aimed at 
bringing together stakeholders from 
various sectors to find sustainable 
finance solutions and promote 
investments that have a positive 
impact on the environment and 
society.
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CAMBODIA
AGIR POUR LE CAMBODGE 
(APLC) – SALA BAÏ

Scholarship funding for hotel 
management school students 
in Siem Riep

UNITED KINGDOM
BROCKWOOD 
PARK SCHOOL

Support for the scholarship 
programme at the school, a member 
of the Krishnamurti school network.

SWITZERLAND
MARC BIRKIGT 
SCHOLARSHIP – UNIVERSITY 
OF APPLIED SCIENCES AND 
ARTS, GENEVA (HEPIA)

Distribution of a scholarship to an 
engineering student at the University 
of Applied Sciences and Arts, Geneva 
(HEPIA).

PORTUGAL
ASSOCIAÇÃO RED HERRINGS

SWITZERLAND
ASSOCIATION 
TOUTES À L’ÉCOLE

Support for socio-educational 
activities targeting young people from 
disadvantaged backgrounds in Lisbon: 
raising awareness of safety at sea and 
introducing them to surfing. 

General support for the education 
and empowerment of girls from 
disadvantaged backgrounds in 
emerging countries, notably the Happy 
Chandara school.
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MEDICAL AND 
SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH

SWITZERLAND
PARKINSON SUISSE

Support provided by the 
Gustaaf Hamburger Fund for the 
publication of the quarterly magazine 
and the association’s solidarity fund.

SWITZERLAND
FONDATION EGON NAEF

The E. Naef Foundation for in-vitro 
research supports scientists who 
develop efficient substitutes to 
animal experiment. A two-year 
partnership with the Carlo Fund 
of Philanthropia provides a prize 
for researchers with demonstrated 
breakthrough in this field.

GERMANY
EUROPEAN COALITION 
TO END ANIMAL 
EXPERIMENTS – ECEAE
Three-year funding (2025-2027) 
for European advocacy activities 
aimed at reducing animal testing 
in pharmaceutical and industrial 
processes.
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SWITZERLAND
FONDATION OTIUM

Support for the installation of a care 
centre in Geneva, which aims to 
provide practical and psychological 
support to patients living with cancer 
and their families, while ensuring 
their physical well-being in a warm 
and welcoming environment.

SWITZERLAND
RESEAU ROMAND 
D’ONCOLOGIE (CHUV, HUG)

Renewed support provided to the 
care network in French-speaking 
Switzerland through the integration 
of artificial intelligence for 
precision oncology.

FRANCE
GUSTAVE ROUSSY

Support for the oncology fellowship 
programme and the Interception 
programme (2022-2024), an 
interactive digital platform to support 
an innovative cancer prevention 
model.

INTERNATIONAL
EUROPEAN ORGANISATION 
FOR RARE DISEASES 
(EURORDIS)

SWITZERLAND
COORDINATION ROMANDE 
DES ASSOCIATIONS 
D’ACTION POUR LA SANTÉ 
PSYCHIQUE (CORAASP)

SWITZERLAND
PRIVATE FOUNDATION OF 
THE GENEVA UNIVERSITY 
HOSPITALS

Support for the European Organisation 
for Rare Diseases (EURORDIS) to 
strengthen its international advocacy 
work (in partnership with Fondation de 
Luxembourg).

Three-year support (2025-2027) via 
the Nikki Fa Fund for the programme 
promoting the integration of peer 
mental health practitioners (PPSM) 
into the Swiss social and healthcare 
system to provide better support for 
people affected by mental health 
conditions.

Support for a research project 
investigating the protective and 
anti-inflammatory role of hepatocyte 
growth factor present on the surface 
of certain white blood cells involved in 
multiple sclerosis.
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HUMANITARIAN AND 
SOCIAL ACTION

SWITZERLAND
ASSOCIATION PROVIDE  
THE SLIDE

Support provided via the 
Smile Wave Fund for an initiative to 
collect second-hand surfboards for 
use by clubs in Western Africa.

SWITZERLAND
CIVITAS MAXIMA

General support for the NGO that 
facilitates the documentation of 
international crimes and seeks 
reparations on behalf of victims who 
are unable to assert their rights.

SWITZERLAND
SWISS FOUNDATION 
IN SUPPORT OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS WATCH
Unrestricted support for the human 
rights advocacy organisation.
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VIETNAM
BLUE DRAGON CHILDREN’S 
FOUNDATION

Pilot programme providing psycho-
social care for abused children.

SWITZERLAND
SOS MEDITERRANEE

General support for the organisation, 
which rescues migrants stranded 
at sea.

THAILAND
LABOUR PROTECTION 
NETWORK

Unrestricted support from the Smile 
Wave Fund to an NGO that defends 
the rights of sea workers and fights 
against the enslavement of fishermen 
by industrial fleets in South-East Asia. 

ITALY
ASSOCIAZIONE VOLONTARI 
ROCCAMALATINA DI GUIGLIA

Provision of a light medical vehicle 
for a local relief organisation by the 
Antonella and Bernard Droux Fund.

UNITED KINGDOM
INTERNATIONAL RESCUE 
COMMITTEE

Support for the programme assisting 
Burmese refugees in Thailand.
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ENVIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT

INTERNATIONAL
BLOOM ASSOCIATION

Joint support via the Smile Wave 
Fund and The Wishful Squid 
to strengthen the organisation’s 
team active at the European and 
international levels in campaigning 
against illegal fishing and overfishing.

SWITZERLAND
ASSOCIATION DE 
SAUVEGARDE DU LÉMAN

General support to protect the 
ecological balance of Lake Geneva.

UNITED KINGDOM
GALAPAGOS CONSERVATION 
TRUST

General support for the organisation 
working to protect endemic species in 
the Galapagos Islands, Ecuador.
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SWITZERLAND  
•	 FONDATION  

FRANZ WEBER
•	 PRO NATURA SUISSE
•	 PROTECTION SUISSE 

DES ANIMAUX
•	 WWF SUISSE

These organisations have received 
non-earmarked support from the 
Klara Jucker-Kurt Fund.

INTERNATIONAL
WWF INTERNATIONAL

Support in establishing the 
International Rangers Coalition, a 
network of national park rangers, over 
two years (2023-2024). 
Capacity-building support for rangers 
in Nam Poui National Park, Laos.

ITALY
SEA SHEPHERD 
ITALIA ONLUS

Support via the Smile Wave Fund to 
promote advocacy work and establish 
a marine protected area around the 
Aeolian Islands.

SWITZERLAND
MOUNTAIN WILDERNESS

SWITZERLAND
SUMMIT FOUNDATION

Three-year general support (2025-
2027) for the preservation of wild 
mountain areas in Switzerland. The 
organisation encourages the public to 
explore these areas in a responsible, 
respectful and sensible manner, 
without leaving any trace.

Three-year support (2025-2027) 
for the Summit Science research 
programme focused on monitoring 
glacial lakes.
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SWITZERLAND
CRANS-MONTANA  
CLASSICS

Support for the classical 
music festival.

SWITZERLAND
ASSOCIATION DES AMIS 
DU VERBIER FESTIVAL

General support for the music festival 
and musicians.

ART AND 
CULTURE

SWITZERLAND
SOLOTHURN FILM FESTIVAL

SWITZERLAND
FONDAZIONE MUSEO D’ARTE 
DELLA SVIZZERA ITALIANA 
(MASI)

Restoration and promotion of the film 
“Downtown 81” and the digitisation of 
“Face Addict” as part of the “Histoires” 
programme at the 61st Solothurn Film 
Festival taking place in 2026.

Acquisition of three works by 
Louisa Gagliardi (1989), one of 
the most interesting artists on the 
contemporary Swiss scene. In her 
works, where she combines traditional 
painting techniques with digital 
technology, she explores themes such 
as identity, social transformation and 
the relationship between individuals 
and their environment.



A WORD OF THANKS

Our aim in this report was to highlight the work 
done directly in the field by our partners. We would 
like to take this opportunity to thank them sincerely 
for the quality of their work and their projects.

Our donors are thus able to fully quantify the 
impact of their generosity, which has contributed to 
changing the fate of humankind all over the world.

We cannot consider unsolicited funding 
requests from associations. Thank you for your 
understanding.

Since the mission of Fondation Philanthropia is to 
serve the philanthropic ambitions of its donors, 
we adopt a purely proactive approach to identify 
projects that meet their personal interest areas.

REGISTERED OFFICE
Fondation Philanthropia
c/o Banque Lombard Odier et Cie SA
Chemin Messidor 1
CH - 1293 Bellevue

AUDITORS
ECHO SA
8b, rue des Vieux-Grenadiers
CH - 1211 Geneva 11

ADMINISTRATIVE, ACCOUNTING, LEGAL 
AND PHILANTHROPIC ADVISORY SERVICES
LO Patrimonia SA
3, parc Messidor
CH - 1293 Bellevue

OVERSIGHT
Federal Supervisory Authority for Foundations, Bern
Since its creation, Fondation Philanthropia has been a 
member of SwissFoundations, the umbrella organisation for 
Swiss donor foundations, and promotes the implementation 
of the Swiss Foundation Code.

www.fondationphilanthropia.org

A WORD OF THANKSPHILANTHROPIA
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